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High voter turnout marks
tight contest in Anta bypoll

Voting CrosseS  THE ELECTION AT A GLANCE

80%, Matches
Previous Polls

Times NEws NETWORK

Jaipur: The Anta Assembly
bypoll witnessed an impressi-
ve voter turnout Tuesday,
crossing the 80% mark, mat-
ching the participation levels
of previous elections. The
strong turnout signals high
enthusiasm of the voters and
points to a neck-and-neck
contest between BJP’s Mor-
pal Suman and Congress can-
didate Pramod Jain Bhaya.

According to preliminary
data, the final turnout is ex-
pected to surpass the 81.17%
record set during the 2023 As-
sembly elections, when BJP’s
Kanwarlal Meena defeated
Congress’s Bhaya. The bypoll
was necessitated after Kan-
warlal Meena’s three-year
conviction in May 2025 in a
2005 criminal case led to the
vacancy of the seat.

Polling remained largely
peaceful, barring minor inci-
dents. At polling booth num-
ber 219 in Sakli village, resi-
dents boycotted voting over
unmet local demands, inclu-
ding road construction and

ToI

» Voter turnout | Over 80% —
matches previous records

» Record turnout (2023) |

» Main contenders | BJP’s
Morpal Suman vs Congress’s
Pramod Jain Bhaya

» Seat vacancy | Triggered
by ex-MLA Kanwarlal
Meena’s conviction

» Total voters | 2,27,563

81.17% — likely to be surpassed

» Polling booths | 268 set up
across the region

» Security | CAPF deployed at
sensitive and critical booths
» Sakli village boycott |
Protest over pending

civic issues

» 15 candidates in fray |
Triangular contest expected

» Counting date | Nov 14,
Baran — results to decide
Anta’s next MLA

VG
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Voters show their inked fingers outside poling booth in Anta

civic facilities. In support, In-
dependent candidate Naresh
Meena held a sit-in protest
outside the booth, alleging
administrative bias. “The vil-
lagers were fed up with both

the Congress and the BJP.
They wanted to vote for me,
but someone provoked them
to boycott the election,” alle-
ged Naresh Meena.

Both major candidates —

Pramod Jain Bhaya and Mor-
pal Suman — quietly visited
polling stations throughout the
day, greeting voters and see-
king support with folded
hands. Despite the isolated pro-
test, Chief Electoral Officer
Naveen Mahajan confirmed
that polling was peaceful and
orderly. However, some voters
complained of slow voting pro-
cesses and difficulty locating
their names on the voter list.

Polling was brisk in the
morning, slowed during the
afternoon heat, and surged
again in the evening. At seve-
ral polling stations, voting
continued until 7 pmfor those
already in queues when gates
closed at 6. The Election Com-
mission set up 268 polling bo-
othsfor 2,27,563 registered vo-
ters, with heavy police deplo-
yment and Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) statio-
ned at sensitive locations to
ensure peaceful voting.

A total of 15 candidates
are contesting the bypoll, in-
cluding BJP’s Morpal Su-
man, Congress’ Pramod Jain
Bhaya, and Independent can-
didate Naresh Meena, ma-
king it a triangular fight. Co-
unting will take place on Nov
14 in Baran, where EVMs ha-
ve been sealed and stored in
the strongroom.
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79.6% turnout as Anta

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Voting for the Anta
by-election took place till
6.30pm on Tuesday, with poll
officials announcing an initial
figure of 79.6% turnout, which
was marginally lower than the
8117% turnout the constituency
witnessed during the 2023
assembly elections.

State chief electoral officer
Naveen Mahajan said, “The poll-
ing was mainly peaceful and a sig-
nificant number of voters turned
up. We are estimating the final
turnout to cross 84%%. The count-
ing will happen on Friday
(November 14). Around 3,077
police personnel were deployed,
along with 12 quick response
teams, 43 mobile parties, 43 sector
magistrates, 12 supervisory police
officersand 12 area magistrates.”

“All polling stations also sup-
ported webcasting, which was
monitored round the clock from
control rooms at the district
headquarters and the returning
officer’s office. Five “green poll-
ing stations” were established to
promote environmental aware-
ness, and all booths will remain
free from single-use plastic.
Ramps, drinking water, shade
and deposit bags for mobile

phones were arranged at all sta-
tions. A total of 1,240 personnel
has been deployed across 268
regular and 29 reserve teams,
supported by 41 micro-observers
and 52 videography observers,”
added Mahajan.

Anta constituency in Baran
district comprises a total 228,264
voters including 116,783 men,
111,477 women, and four people
belonging to the third gender.

It recorded a massive 81.17%
turnout in the last state poll in

L " ! ¢ ' ‘ i {\ \ ‘) 'I
Women at a polling booth in Anta assembly constituency display their voter IDs as they stand in line
toexercise their vote on Tuesday.
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2023 followed by 80.47% in 2018,
80.15% in 2013, and 71.06% in
2008, data from the election
commission showed.

The seat fell vacant after the
disqualification of the BJP MLA,
Kanwar Lal Meena in May this
year for being convicted for a
2003 case in which he aimed a
pistol at a sub-divisional magis-
trate. After Meena's ouster, BJP
fielded a former Baran Zila Pari-
shad president Morpal Sumana-
gainst Congress stalwart, former

sees peaceful’ bypoll

el P "‘ﬁ;‘ ‘ —
HTPHOTC

minister, and two-time MLA
Pramod Jain Bhaya.

However, Naresh Meena as an
independent candidate, the con-
test has taken on a new prong

On Tuesday, Meena alsc
staged a dharna at a polling
booth in Sakli village, demand-
ing better roads and street lights
and threatening to boycott the
vote, said officials. However, dis-
trict officials reached the spot at
around 12 am, placated Meena
and his supporters, they added.



THEINDIAN EXPRESS

Voters outside a polling booth during Anta bypoll, Tuesday. exreiss

Antabypoll
records 80%
turnout; result
on Friday

Express News Service
JAIPUR, NOVEMBER 11

A VOTER turnout of 80.21 per
centwas recorded inthe bypoll
toAnta assembly constituency,
where voting was held on Tues-
day amid tight security.

Counting of votes will take
place on November 14. The by-
poll was necessitated after BJP
MLA Kanwarlal Meena was dis-
qualified following his convic-
tion in a 20-year-old criminal
case.

In the 2023 Assembly elec-
tions, this Assembly seat in
Baran district had recorded
8117 per cent turnout. Election
Commission officials said that
polling, whichbegan at7 am at
all 268 polling stations, re-
mained peaceful.

First-time voters showed
special excitement in partici-
pating in the democratic pro-
cess. Many people were seen
taking selfies with their inked
fingers after casting their votes.

Several voters were dressed
in traditional attire, adding col-
our tothe election atmosphere.
A model polling station set up
at the Krishi Vigyan Kendra in
Anta was specially decorated.

Election observerSubhash-
ree Nanda visited several pol-
ling booths, including those at
Khajurna Kalan and Molki, and
reviewed the arrangements.

To ensure strict monitoring
of polling, live webcasting was
conducted from all sensitive
polling stations. Micro ob-
servers were also deployed.

The seat is witnessing a
triangular contest between
BJP's Morpal Suman, Con-
gress's former cabinet minister
Pramod Jain Bhaya, and Con-
gress rebel Naresh Meena,
among a total of 15 candidates
inthe fray.

The Election Commission

ll

said that Anta has 2.28 lakh reg-
istered voters, which includes
1.16 lakh males, 1.11 lakh fe-
males and four transgenders.
Inthe 2018 Assembly elections,
theseat had recorded 81.10 per
cent voting, 79.62 per cent in
2013 and 7106 in 2008 Assem-
bly elections.

Poll boycott was reported
from Sankli village — which re-
portedly has over 750 voters —
with the villagers complaining
of missing basic amenities, in-
cluding access roads. Indepen-
dent candidate Meena reached
the village and briefly staged a
protest.

As per District SP Abhishek
Andasu, the estimated total
value of all the items seized dur-
ing the elections stood at Rs
2093 crore. A total of 65 cases
were registered under the Ex-
cise Act and 675 litres of illicit
liquor, with an estimated value
of over Rs 3 lakh, was confis-
cated. Additionally, six cases
were registered under the
NDPS Act, and 121.76 kg nar-
cotics, with an estimated value
of Rs 3546 lakh, wasalsoseized.

Polling was conducted
under strict security arrange-
ments with police forces being
deployed atall polling stations.
The Central Armed Police
Force personnel were deployed
atsensitive and critical polling
stations. Additionally, 12 quick
response teams, 43 mobile
parties, 43 sector magistrates,
12 police supervisory officers,
12area magistrates, 4 senior po-
lice supervisors and 4 senior
administrative officers were
also deployed to ensure peace-
ful voting.

In the 200-member Rajas-
than Assembly, the BJP cur-
rently holds 118 seats, the Con-
gress 66, the Bharat Adivasi
Party four, BSP two, and RLD
one. WITH PTIINPUTS
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SC raps Tamil Nadu on SIR,
gives notice to election body

Agencies
New Delhi

An exasperated Supreme
Court questioned today
why the critics of the vot-
er roll revision exercise
are so “apprehensive”
about it. “You people are
portraying like this is the
first time in country that
electoral rolls are being
revised,” said Justice
Surya Kant, one of the
two judges hearing a mul-
titude of petitions against
the exercise.

This time, the bench
was hearing a petition
from Bengal filed by Tri-
namool Congress MP
Dola Sen. She is among
the many who have chal-
lenged the constitutional
validity of the Special
Intensive Revision or
SIR of electoral rolls in
poll-bound West Bengal

@

ELECTION CO

and Tamil Nadu.

“Why are you all so ap-
prehensive about SIR ex-
ercise? The ECI will pro-
vide answer to your que-
ries,” said Justice Kant.

His comment was
made in response to the
remarks by Kapil Sibal,
who, appearing on behalf
of Tamil Nadu’s ruling
DMK, said the SIR exer-
cise was being undertak-
en “in a tearing hurry,
unlike before, when it
used to take three years to

VOTER LIST
REVISION

MISSION OF INDIA |

revise electoral rolls”.

“Lakhs of forms can-
not be digitised before
publication. This is ulti-
mately going to be a far-
cical exercise,” Sibal
said. “It cannot happen in
one month. Bengal is
much worse. There is no
connectivity. There is no
5G no 4G... This is not an
adversarial exercise. But
what we see down the
road - it is like that. We
are giving suggestions,”
he added.
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Anta marks record turnout;
first- tlmers flock tovote

ANTA BYPOLLS

senior citizens
turn out in large
numbers under
tight security

First india Bureau
Baran

Voters in Anta turned out
in large numbers on
luesday for the Assem-
bly by-election, casting
their votes with enthusi-
asm and a festive spirit.
Elderly citizens, persons
with disabilities, women,
and first-time voters ac-
tively participated, many
dressed in traditional at-
tire to mark the occasion
as a celebration of de-
mocracy. The polling
process remained com-
pletely peaceful through-
out the day.

Voting began at 7 am
across all 268 polling sta-
tions. Before polls
opened, teams conducted
mock polls on the EVMs
in the presence of polling
agents to ensure smooth
functioning. At the mod-
el polling station set up in

O

.-

People queue up for voting in the Anta assembly bypoll, on Tuesday.

the Krishi Vigyan Kend-
ra (Agriculture Science
Centre), festive decora-
tions created a vibrant
atmosphere, and women
and specially-abled poll-
ing staff efficiently car-
ried out their duties.
Chief Electoral Officer
Naveen Mahajan praised
voters for exercising
their franchise fearlessly
under strong security ar-
rangements and com-
mended election offi-
cials, polling staff, police
personnel, and volun-
teers for successfully

"R 'lh”

women pose after casung their votes dunng the Anta Assembly

bypoll, on Tuesday.

conducting the “festival
of democracy.” Election
Commission of India ob-
server Subhashree Nanda

visited multiple polling
stations, monitoring the
process and instructing
staff where required.

() The people of Anta
have enthusiastically
participated in this
festival of democracy,
clearly showing their
continued faith in the
double-engine
government led by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma. with over
80 per cent voter
turnout, the response
is highly encouraging
and a positive sign for
us, The BIP is fully
confident of winning
this by-election with a
significant margin,
MADAN RATHORE,

STATE PRESIDENT, &UF

SANKLI VILLAGE
BOYCOTTS VOTING

g™, Voters at polling
o 4 booth number 219 in
Sankli village staged
a boycott, demanding action
on local issues like road
construction. Independent
candidate Naresh Meena
supported the protest by
staging a sit-in. His involve-
ment highlighted local
grievances amid the elec-
tion, where 15 candidates
contested the bypoll
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